The difference a Saviour makes (Gen 46:28-47:27)
Congregation, what difference does it make for you to have a Saviour?  What difference will it make to your work, to your recreation, to your friendships, to your fears, that you know Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour?  To ask it another way, what do you think will make the most difference to your life in the year ahead?  Will coming into a bit of extra money make the biggest difference?  Or finally having a year where your health is good?  Or completing that degree or house renovation project you’ve been working on?  Clearly, I’m going to be arguing that having a Saviour is the thing that will make the most profound impact on our lives in the year ahead.  It will give you confidence in the face of death.  It will give you security when life seems uncertain.  It will give you a purpose and a mission in a world which is looking for a reason to live.  Just as having a Saviour made every difference in the lives of the people of Israel, it will make every difference to you as well.

We are in the third act of the Joseph story.  I’ll give you 3 words to remember the Joseph story.  Act 1 let’s call, salvation.  Joseph was humiliated, and then exalted, so that he could bring salvation to his people.  He was the Saviour of his people.  Act 2 is reconciliation.  Through Joseph, God brought harmony again to the family of Israel, as Joseph and his brothers are reconciled.  Act 3 is migration.  In this act, the nation of Israel goes down to Egypt, where they are consolidated as the people of God.  And in this period of consolidation, they are keenly aware of one thing: they are pilgrims and sojourners there in Egypt. That is not their real home they are just passing through on their way to Canaan.  And as they passed through, they needed to remember they had a Saviour.  In many ways we are just like them.  We are pilgrims and sojourners here on earth.  Our promised home is the Canaan that will come down from above when Christ returns.  And while we live here in this world Egypt, we need to remember the difference our Savour makes to us.

1.  The first thing we see is that having a saviour changes our view of death

There is nothing like a good airport greeting, is there?  When you’ve been away for a couple of months—or a couple of years even—and you come into Christchurch airport, and there are your friends or family waiting to greet you.  There are hugs and kisses and maybe a few tears as well.  I still remember coming into Christchurch airport when we moved here in 2009, and as we walked through the doors a bit after midnight, there was applause and a warm welcome from many who’d come out to greet us.  It was quite moving, especially the larrikin with the Australian flag.  
Well, here we have another moving re-union.  Joseph finally meets his father again in the first scene of this story.  After all the heartache, all the suffering, all the years apart, about 22 years in fact, they finally embrace.
Notice that Judah gets the job of guiding the family to meet Joseph (v28).  And ladies, did you see that the impossible is possible?  What is Judah doing in v28 – here is a man asking directions to get to Goshen!  Meanwhile, Joseph himself is chomping at the bit for this reunion
.  And finally, there is the glorious reunion.  And there is an interesting choice of language by the narrator.  He speaks of Joseph appearing before his father.  He doesn’t just meet up with him.  He doesn’t just see him in the distance.  He appears before him.  And this is interesting because this language is only ever used in Genesis for the appearing of God (12:7, 17:1, 18:1, 21:14, 26:3; 35:6; 48:3).  When God visits men, it is called an appearing.   So, what the author is trying to do here is give us something of the sense of the occasion.  Here is Joseph, in all his power and grandeur and glory, and when he comes to Jacob, it’s a godlike appearance.  Not in the sense that he’s divine, but in the sense that Joseph really is great and exalted.  The brothers have seen Joseph in his royal court with all the glory that surrounded his position.  Now Joseph in his glory comes and meets with his father and it makes quite an impression.  
And again, Joseph weeps.  We’ve seen this a few times, haven’t we?  Joseph has emotions.  It’s an emotional reunion. And well it might be after all those lost years.  But the main thing we see here is the way this changes Jacob’s view of death. He had given his son up for dead.  But now he’s received him back from the dead if you like.  And what does he say?  ‘Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for myself that you are still alive.’  He’s saying he can now die in peace, because Joseph is alive.  Remember, when he thought Joseph was dead, he had no rest, no peace, just sorrow and pain.  But now his view of death has been revolutionised.  There’s peace in death, because his son lives.  And that’s the difference a living saviour made to the life of Jacob.

And isn’t that the difference a living Saviour makes to the Christian?  Jesus, our Saviour, revolutionises our view of death.  Death for the Christian is different.  It is an enemy, to be sure, but we can face this enemy because Jesus lives.  Most people today have a strategy for dealing with death.  They just don’t think about it.  Or they secretly believe that they will be the one exception to the rule.  But there will be no exceptions.  And if you don’t have a living Saviour, death has to be the most terrifying prospect you could ever face.  Because what’s going to happen on the other side?  You’ve got this sneaking suspicion that this life isn’t really all there is, but you don’t know what comes next.  And you’ve got no-one there to rely upon when you go through the door of death; it’s just you, all alone in your smallness.  And death is the ultimate proof you are not in control.  It can strike at any time, it can strike any person, and you can never stop it.  Death is terrifying without a living Saviour.

But there is a living Saviour.  Jesus Christ has conquered death.  He rose from the dead on the third day, and he lives forever.  What does this mean for the Christian?  It means death is a defeated enemy.  To be sure, we have to go through it.  But it is not the end of life, it is the transition point into life that is really life.  And we don’t go it alone, we have one who is with us, the living Saviour.  And we are not travelling unchartered territory – there is one who has been along this trail of death, and he will be our guide to the other end.  Someone once put it like this:

Death is not the end of the road; it is only a bend in the road. The road winds only through those paths through which Christ Himself has gone. This Travel Agent does not expect us to discover the trail for ourselves. Often we say that Christ will meet us on the other side. That is true, of course, but misleading. Let us never forget that He walks with us on this side of the curtain and then guides us through the opening. We will meet Him there, because we have met Him here. – Erwin Lutzer 
A living Saviour makes every difference to the way you die.  There was a martyr going to be burnt at the stake in the 16th century Europe.  A fellow prisoner with him was thinking of recanting his reformed faith.  He was afraid.  He said to his friend: ‘do you really think the mercy of God can take us all the way through.  Because I can’t take the flames.  I’m scared, do you really think God can help me?’.  The man sentenced to death said ‘Yes’.  Then his cell mate asked him: ‘Do me a favour.  I’ll be in the crowd watching you burn, when the flames descend upon you, if mercy is helping you, can you just raise one hand.’  He said ‘yes’.  So the next day, the man was brought to the stake, and the weak brother was in the crowd.  The flames were ascending, but there was no hand raised.  The weak brother was in despair.  
The flames rose higher and were up to the man’s neck.  At the last moment, when he thought his brother was dead, both hands came up, and he clapped three times.  The Lord sustained him in death, and gave his friend all the encouragement he needed to face his own death.  It’s pretty unlikely anyone here will be burnt at the stake.  But you and I can have the same assurance brothers and sisters, that our living saviour won’t forsake you in death.

2.  The second thing we see is that having a Saviour means we have one who intercedes on our behalf (47:1-12)
So Joseph is the Saviour who changes our attitude to death, but he’s also the Saviour who intercedes for his people.  We see that after Joseph meets again with his father, he declares his intention to go up and advocate on behalf of his family before Pharoah.  And well might they need an advocate.  Because they were people from the East whom Egyptians tended to view with some suspicion.  Not only that, they were shepherds, and this was a practice detestable to the Egyptians.  And remember, Egypt is in the middle of a famine.  It’s not the time you’d typically want to increase your immigration quota.  Bring in some more people who are dependent and will need your help.  They are not in a particularly good position to angle for a place in the land of Egypt.  But Joseph is their advocate in the royal court.

Joseph primes his brothers with some information about what they should expect when Pharoah interviews them.  But what is unexpected when the interview takes place is the lavish generosity of Pharaoh to this family.  He gives them Goshen, and says they can have the best of that land.  And notice that the brothers simply say our plan is to ‘live there a while’ v4.  They are asking to be temporary residents in the country.  But Pharoah gives them their own property.  He actually grants to them the land itself.  And this is in stark contrast with what happens to his own people later on this chapter.  They lose their land in order to kept alive.  But the nation of Israel is blessed with land.  Add to that that they are offered prime-time posts in the government of Pharoah in v6 – they get to look after Pharoah’s livestock.  A pretty good gig if you can get it.  So what’s happening here?  They are getting far more than they could ever have hoped for or imagined.  God is showering his blessing upon his people, even though they are far away from the promised land.  They are in Egypt, they are sojourners, God hasn’t yet kept all his promises to them, but don’t they know his grace?  They are not just scraping by in Egypt; they are being blessed abundantly.  

And I want you to notice two things about this:  
Firstly, notice what an honest book the Bible is.  Remember, who were the first readers of the book of Genesis?  It was the nation of Israel who has just been delivered out of Egypt.  And they didn’t have a particularly positive opinion of Egyptians!  All they knew in life was the cruel bondage under Pharaoh.  They were abused and enslaved and murdered by Egyptians.  This is the perfect chance to inject some anti-Egyptian propaganda, and what do we get?  We get something completely out of left field. The kindness and generosity of Pharaoh.  This is not what your average Israelite would have expected; it doesn’t fit the script.  There’s always stuff in the Bible that is going to offend you, upset you, and maybe even repulses you at times.  Why?  Because God is honest.  He’s not interested in confirming our world view, but in telling us the truth no matter how it upsets us.  This is why you can trust this book.

Secondly, notice that this provision—this grace for Jacob and his family—is all really because of Joseph.  His family would not have been standing before Pharoah asking for land if Joseph wasn’t 2IC of Egypt.  The only reason they are there is because of their family connection.  It’s because of Pharaoh’s favour towards Joseph that the family receives grace upon grace.  And it’s only because of our advocate in heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ, that we his people can receive grace upon grace.  That we receive far more than we actually deserve.  This does not mean we should expect to receive from God the choice parts of land in Christchurch and a nice cushy government job which will set us up for life.  The favour we receive is the grace of the forgiveness of our sins.  The best land possible, a new heaven and a new earth where we will not be strangers, but we’ll be completely at home.  The prime job of representing Christ on earth as his prophets, priests and kings, of being his ambassadors.  And this advocate on our behalf ensures that in this life, we will have everything we need to be sustained as we are sojourn through this world.  

Do you want practical theology, congregation? Well, here it is.  Jesus Christ hasn’t gone into retirement until he comes again.  He sits at the right hand of the Father, in the place of honour and authority, as an advocate for his people.  So when you are in pain, there at the right hand of the Father is one who sympathises with all your weakness and can help you in your time of need.  When you are worried that the attacks of Satan and the lure of the world and your own struggles with your sinful flesh might be too much for you, there at the right hand of the father is one who ensures that your faith will not fail.  
When your life is turned upside down and you don’t know what is going on or what direction you are facing, there at the right hand of the father is your advocate, the one who rules over all things and is working in your life according to his gracious purposes.  People talk about financial security these days, or relationship security, but here is Christian security.  We have one who intercedes for us in heaven, Jesus Christ, the Saviour.  And that should make all the difference in the world to you tomorrow, and every day.

3.  Finally, having a Saviour means we have a blessing to convey.

As Christians, the Bible gives you a clearly defined vocation.  Perhaps you are at school and not sure what you want to do study- or work-wise next year.  Perhaps you are retired and you are not sure what you are supposed to do other than spoil the grandchildren.  Perhaps you are a Mum, and you are constantly feeding and changing and you are wondering if there is more to your calling than this.  Well, there is.  It’s the calling that is placed upon every Christian.  The calling to be a blessing to the nations.

That’s what we see in Joseph’s life.   He brought blessing to Israel, v12 ‘Joseph also provided his father and his brothers and all his father’s household with food, according to the number of their children’, but he also brought blessing to Egypt:  v25 ‘“You have saved our lives”, they said’.   He blesses not just his own family, but also other families of the earth.  This is nothing less than the fulfilment of God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12.  God promised Abraham that all the families of the earth would be blessed through him.  And we’ve seen this before in the Genesis narratives.  Joseph was a blessing to Potiphar’s house.  Joseph was a blessing to Pharaoh.  And now he’s a blessing to the entire family of Egypt.  In the fierce severity of the famine, Joseph brings the blessing of life.  That was his vocation: blessing to the nations.  That’s what God intends to bring through his people: blessing to the nations.  
Now, you might be thinking, ‘Not much of a blessing for the Egyptians here, they end up as slaves.’  But please don’t get all upset with Joseph’s economic policy.  You say, ‘it’s so unfair, he takes their money, then their livestock, then their land.  I hope Bill English doesn’t get any ideas.  And slavery, that’s just cruel.’  But you’ve got to remember that in the ancient world, servitude wasn’t always a bad thing.  In fact, it was the way that you got yourself out of a pickle if times were tough economically.  You could sell yourself as a servant.  
So don’t think 18th and 19th century slavery with chains and beatings and all the rest of it.  This is becoming a servant, where you now have a master who will supply for you and look out for you.  To be sure, you’re going to take directions, but there is a blessing to being in service to Pharaoh.  The blessing of being alive!  And the Egyptians interpret it this way, don’t they?  They don’t say ‘We’re getting ripped off, this is not fair’ – but they say, ‘You have saved us.’    They give themselves as willing servants to the one who has saved them.  Isn’t this a model of what every Christian does?  When saved from eternal death, we give ourselves willingly and joyfully in service to the Lord Jesus Christ.
And notice how Jacob himself takes up the vocation that God has called him to.  He brings blessing to Pharaoh.  Just picture the scene, if you will.  This wrinkly old shepherd, a man with no permanent home, perhaps dressed in his best robe which is like rags compared to what everyone in the royal court is wearing.  And he’s come to ask for refuge from the most powerful man in the world.  And then there is Pharaoh – dressed in his finery, one of the great superpowers of the age, a man whose riches could not really have been counted.  And what does Jacob do before this great one?  Bow down before him and pay him homage?  No.  Grovel and beg for a nice part of the land to live in?  No, he doesn’t, he?  The one who seems to be the lesser, he blesses the great Pharaoh.  We see this in v7 & v10.  Jacob has got something to give this man, with all his riches, and all his power, that he doesn’t actually have: the blessing of God.  
That is our calling, brothers and sisters.  To be a blessing to the world.  To be the salt and the light in the families and the workplaces and the clubs where God has placed us.  Because no matter how grand and great the people are in those places, no matter how rich they are, no matter how they seem to have their lives together and all the pieces of the puzzle in place, we have something they don’t have.  We have something to bless them with.  We have the honour of being called the children of God, an honour higher than any accolade the world can give.  We have spiritual riches that make the world’s treasures seem like the trinkets in an op shop in comparison.  We have insight into the mystery of God’s plan of salvation, a wisdom which the greatest professor who doesn’t know Christ can’t fathom.  We carry, everywhere we go, the supreme blessing that anyone could ever have – the blessing of life in Christ.

That’s our calling, congregation.  In a world where people wander aimlessly around, we don’t wander aimlessly.  We are pilgrims on our way to the heavenly country.  And it’s our job to give people directions.  To tell them of a Saviour who doesn’t simply show us the way.  But he himself is the way.  His righteous life, his sacrificial death, his death-destroying resurrection.  That’s the blessing we have to offer.  That’s the vocation we’re called to as a church, and as individuals.  I bet you’ve never turned up at work on a Monday morning and thought to yourself, ‘What is it I’m doing here again?  Oh, that’s right, I’m a builder I’m supposed to build houses.’  We always remember our vocation, don’t we?  And let’s remember our vocation as God’s people this year: to make Christ the Saviour known to the nations.  Because having him as Saviour makes all the difference in the world to everyone who receives him.  AMEN.  

� He’s the great governor of Egypt, with men and women that do his bidding.  But the text actually says he’s the one who prepared his own chariot.  He wasn’t going to stay put and wait for his father to come to him, he was going to rush out to meet him.  Shades of the father in the parable of the prodigal son?  You bet.  Off Joseph charges to embrace his father.








